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frequently, if the Assistant Secretary 
deems it necessary. 

(b) OFA will maintain guidelines lim-
ited to general suggestions on how and 
where to conduct research. The guide-
lines may be supplemented or updated 
as necessary. OFA will also make 
available examples of portions of docu-
mented petitions in the preferred for-
mat, though OFA will accept other for-
mats. 

(c) OFA will, upon request, give pro-
spective petitioners suggestions and 
advice on how to prepare the docu-
mented petition. OFA will not be re-
sponsible for the actual research on be-
half of the petitioner. 

§ 83.7 How does this part apply to doc-
umented petitions submitted before 
August 17, 2015? 

(a) Any petitioner who has not sub-
mitted a complete documented petition 
as of July 31, 2015 must proceed under 
these revised regulations. We will no-
tify these petitioners and provide them 
with a copy of the revised regulations 
by July 31, 2015. 

(b) By August 31, 2015, OFA will no-
tify each petitioner that has submitted 
complete documented petitions but has 
not yet received a final agency decision 
that it must proceed under these re-
vised regulations unless it chooses by 
September 29, 2015 to complete the pe-
titioning process under the previous 
version of the acknowledgment regula-
tions as published in 25 CFR part 83, re-
vised as of April 1, 1994. 

(c) Any petitioner who has submitted 
a documented petition under the pre-
vious version of the acknowledgment 
regulations and chooses to proceed 
under these revised regulations does 
not need to submit a new documented 
petition, but may supplement its peti-
tion. 

§ 83.8 May the deadlines in this part 
be extended? 

(a) The AS–IA may extend any of the 
deadlines in this part upon a finding of 
good cause. 

(b) For deadlines applicable to the 
Department, AS–IA may extend the 
deadlines upon the consent of the peti-
tioner. 

(c) If AS–IA grants a time extension, 
it will notify the petitioner and those 
listed in § 83.22(d). 

§ 83.9 How does the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act affect the information col-
lections in this part? 

The collections of information con-
tained in this part have been approved 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and as-
signed OMB Control Number 1076–0104. 
Response is required to obtain a ben-
efit. A Federal agency may not conduct 
or sponsor, and you are not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless the form or regulation request-
ing the information displays a cur-
rently valid OMB Control Number. 
Send comments regarding this collec-
tion of information, including sugges-
tions for reducing the burden, to the 
Information Collection Clearance Offi-
cer—Indian Affairs, 1849 C Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20240. 

Subpart B—Criteria for Federal 
Acknowledgment 

§ 83.10 How will the Department 
evaluate each of the criteria? 

(a) The Department will consider a 
criterion in § 83.11 to be met if the 
available evidence establishes a reason-
able likelihood of the validity of the 
facts relating to that criterion. 

(1) The Department will not require 
conclusive proof of the facts relating to 
a criterion in order to consider the cri-
terion met. 

(2) The Department will require ex-
istence of community and political in-
fluence or authority be demonstrated 
on a substantially continuous basis, 
but this demonstration does not re-
quire meeting these criteria at every 
point in time. Fluctuations in tribal 
activity during various years will not 
in themselves be a cause for denial of 
acknowledgment under these criteria. 

(3) The petitioner may use the same 
evidence to establish more than one 
criterion. 

(4) Evidence or methodology that the 
Department found sufficient to satisfy 
any particular criterion in a previous 
decision will be sufficient to satisfy the 
criterion for a present petitioner. 
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